
Commodity Advisory Council
Barren River State Park

March 11, 1999

The Commodity Advisory Council met Thursday, March 11th at Barren River State Park.
Representatives attending were:

Chair-Person Julia Baucher Region 9 Rep. Absent
Vice-Chair Glen Vanwinkle Independent Rep. Charlotte White
Secretary Janet Brank Private Rep. Brad Chandler
Region 1 Rep. Victor Steffen  Industry Rep. Absent
Region 3 Rep. Susan Gipson Dept. of Education Paul McElwain
Region 4 Rep. Debbie Caudill Dept. of Agriculture Sarah Castanis
Region 5 Rep. Eleanor Hall Dept. of Agriculture Teresa Ulery
Region 6 Rep. Sondra Jackson
Region 7 Rep. Katrina Crutcher
Region 8 Rep. Jane Smith

Meeting was to order at 10:00 am by Chairperson, Julia Baucher.

Janet Brank, read the minutes of October 1, 1998, they were approved as read.

Old Business:
None

Sarah Castanis, Division of Food Distribution Director:

Ø Explained that the main objective of this council is to make our commodity program work
for us.

Ø Stressed the importance of contacting the food service directors in each region to keep
up on what's happening in their area and the importance of reporting back to those
directors and inform them of the topics discussed during the meeting.

Ø Sarah informed the members that the contract for the region 8 distributor had been
canceled.  New bids for this region will be opened on Monday, March 15th.

Ø Policy and Informational Memorandums need to be kept on file as long as they are
effective or until they are replaced.

Ø There will also be a permanent agreement for school year 2000.
Ø Notify the Food Distribution office of any change in administrator during the school year.
Ø Suggestions for the Council agenda should be forwarded to Julia, Teresa or Janet.

Regional Representative Suggestions and Concerns:

Ø Complaints about Region 8 Distributor,
Ø Ask that other distributors handle commodities more carefully,
Ø Request for more chicken,
Ø Recipes for new commodities,
Ø Commodities more evenly distributed, and
Ø More potato products.
Ø Sysco picks the date of delivery -not the school- this is definitely a conflict and needs to

be changed.

Teresa Ulery, Food Distribution Branch Manager

Processing:

Ø Reported that several trucks of beef, pork and poultry products had been diverted for
processing this year.



Ø When you receive your contract for school year 1999-00, for those of you who wish to
participate in the diversion part of processing, fill out the portion of your 15-E form to have
a percentage of your meat products diverted.  Diversion saves the backhaul expense,
otherwise the commodity is received at the warehouse and picked up by the processor
and there is a charge for this service.

Ø The processing contract for school year 1999-00 has been mailed to 16 processors and
you should receive a copy of all approved processors and their products by July 1, 1999.

Ø The formula to figure your Guaranteed Minimum Return (GMR) is included in the
handouts and we do encourage you to use this on each product that is processed.  If you
receive less than the amount guaranteed the processor must replace the amount of
cases you are short, but if you are over it is to the advantage of the school.

Claims:

Ø To date, out of 37 food losses reported, this year 26 losses were caused by freezer
failure.

Ø It is so important to check and record the freezer and cooler temperatures daily, including
holidays, weekends, and summer months.  If you have a food loss caused by freezer or
cooler failure and have not checked and recorded the temperatures daily, according to
federal guidelines it is negligence.

Ø If a food loss exceeds $2500 it must be sent to the Atlanta Regional Office for evaluation,
otherwise all food losses under $2500 are evaluated in the Frankfort office.

Ø Use the revised Food Loss Report KY-FD-25.  Some schools are still using the old KY-
FD-6 Food Loss Form.

Complaints:

Ø We have not had many complaints this school year.

Ø All complaints are referred to the Complaint Hotline Office in Washington.  It can take
several days to get a response and USDA will send someone to investigate if they feel
there is a problem.

Paul McElwain, Division School and Community Nutrition Director

Ø Announced that the Administrator's Conference is tentatively scheduled for August 2-4 at
the Executive West.  Steve Smith and Pat Cassetty are presently coordinating the
program.

Ø Claims should be reported by the FSD of each system.  They must report the claims for
the schools in their system all at one time.

The next Advisory Council meeting will be held in September, a specifics date for this meeting will be
set and forwarded to all Commodity Advisory Council members.

Meeting Adjourned at 3:15 p.m.


